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To  the  Whitehaven  Rural  District  Council. 


- + - 

1 13.  Scotch  Street, 

Whitehaven,  April ,  1918. 

Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  year  1917,  I  have  the  dis¬ 
advantage  of  only  doing  the  duty  as  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  since  September  of  that  year,  when,  owing  to  the 
sudden  and  lamented  death  of  your  late  Medical  Officer,  Dr. 
J.  B.  Fisher,  I  was  asked  to  undertake  the  duties  of  that  office 
temporarily,  until  a  full-time  officer  should  be  appointed  and 
be  able  to  undertake  the  duties.  I  have,  however,  gone  care¬ 
fully  over  the  returns  of  the  births  and  deaths  for  the  eight 
months  previous  to  the  decease  of  Dr.  Fisher,  and  have  been 
able,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Registrar  General’s  Returns, 
to  compile  the  report  for  the  year,  of  which  only  one-third 
have  I  had  personal  knowledge. 

The  Local  Goverement  Board  intimates  in  its  notice  as  to 
the  reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  that,  owing  to  the 
exceptional  circumstances  of  the  war,  and  shortage  of  paper, 
it  is  not  desirable  for  the  annual  report  to  be  very  exhaustive 
as  to  detail  in  the  matters  of  routine  character,  which  are 
usually  embodied  in  that  report,  and  required  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  normal  conditions,  and  that  only  the 
actual  work  done  during  the  year  should  be  briefly  set  forth, 
with  such  tabular  statements  as  may  be  necessary  or  useful  in 
showing  the  state  of  public  health  from  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  be  included.  Acting  on  these  instructions,  and  from  the 
fact  of  my  not  having  done  duty  for  the  full  year,  several  of 
the  less  important  tables  have  been  omitted,  and  only  those 
showing  the  birth  and  death-rates,  the  incidence  of  Zymotic 
diseases,  and  the  other  more  important  sanitary  matters 
occurring  in  the  year  1917  have  been  included. 
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Taking  as  a  basis  the  population  of  the  district,  as  estima¬ 
ted  by  the  Registrar  General,  the  birth  and  death-rates  have 
been  reckoned.  The  estimate  of  the  population  seems  to  be 
low,  but  is  intended  to  make  allowance  for  the  large  number 
of  men  who  have  joined  His  Majesty’s  forces.  There  is, 
against  this  estimated  decrease  of  population,  to  be  considered 
a  great  number  of  people  who  have  come  into  the  district  from 
neighbouring  districts,  as  well  as  a  large  influx  of  friendly 
aliens  with  their  wives  and  families,  besides  a  considerable 
number  of  German  prisoners.  This  is  not  a  point,  however, 
on  which  I  can  raise  any  question,  so  the  figures  and  estimates 
must  be  accepted. 

The  total  population,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
Genera],  is  13,135,  which  is  587  less  than  the  previous  year. 
This,  no  doubt,  partly  accounts  for  the  apparently  much  in¬ 
creased  death-rate,  although  taking  the  gross  number  of  deaths 
there  has  been  an  actual  increase  of  47  over  the  year  1916. 

During  the  year  1917  there  was  a  total  of  330  births,  as 
compared  with  353  in  the  year  1916,  a  decrease  of  23.  The 
rate  is  equivalent  to  25-12  per  thousand  per  annum,  or  0-16  less 
than  the  previous  year,  and  o‘6g  less  than  the  five  preceding 
years.  Of  the  children  born,  178  were  boys  and  152  were  girls. 
There  were  17  illegitimate  children,  nine  of  which  were  boys 
and  eight  were  girls. 

The  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes,  registered  as 
occurring  in  the  district  during  the  year,  numbered  18S,  which 
is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  14-31  per  thousand  per  annum.  This 
is  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  death-rate  from  last  year, 
and  is  higher  than  any  of  the  previous,  five  years,  the  average 
for  which  is  just  under  12  per  thousand  per  annum.  It  is  the 
highest  number  of  deaths  in  one  year  since  1912,  when  191 
were  registered.  Among  the  deaths  were  ten  of  persons  not 
usually  resident  in  the  district,  but  there  were  ten  of  persons 
usually  resident  in  the  district  who  died  outside  of  it,  so  that 
the  numbers  equalize. 


5 


The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in 
1917  was  14-4  per  thousand  per  annum,  so  that  the  rate  for  the 
district  is  rather  under  that  of  all  the  country. 

Of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  there  were  39 
registered  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  four  on  those  of  the 
preceding  year.  The  infant  mortality,  that  is  the  ratio  of 
deaths  in  infants  under  one  to  the  number  of  births,  was  112*1 
per  thousand;  last  year  it  was  99-15,  and  the  average  for  the 
five  years  preceding  1917  was  106*49  per  thousand. 

From  the  eight  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  as  enumerated 
in  Table  III.,  the  number  of  deaths  was  10,  which  is  equal  to 
a  Zymotic  death-rate  of  0-76  per  thousand  of  population.  The 
number  of  deaths  was  the  same  as  in  1916,  and  the  slight  rise 
in  rate  from  0-73  to  0-76  is  due  to  the  estimated  decrease  in  the 
population.  Four  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Measles,  four 
to  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea,  one  to  Diphtheria,  and  one  to 
Whooping  Cough. 

All  the  figures  for  1917  compare  unfavourably  with  the 
preceding  year  as  regards  mortality.  This  is  partly  due  to  the 
estimated  decrease  in  population,  which,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  I  consider  much  too  low.  If  the  number  of  persons 
who  have  come  to  Rowrah,  Bigrigg,  and  Egremont  to  work  at 
the  mines,  and  the  number  of  men  living  in  huts  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  district  for  different  industrial  purposes,  be  taken 
into  consideration,  I  think  the  population  would  be  higher 
than  estimated. 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year  was  ^j5,  and  the  number  of  those  removed  to  Galemire 
Flospital  was  29,  as  shown  on  Table  IV.  The  largest  number 
of  notifications  referred  to  Measles,  which  has  been  compul¬ 
sorily  notifiable  since  January,  1916.  The  total  number  of 
cases  of  Measles  notified  was  40,  mostly  occurring  in  Disting- 
ton  and  Lamplugh.  Next  in  numerical  importance  were  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  there  were  22,  occurring  in  seven 
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different  parishes.  Of  these,  18  cases  were  removed  to  hospital 
immediately  on  notification.  There  were  14  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria  from  six  different  parts  of  the  district,  as  will  be  seen 
from  Table  V.  Eleven  of  these  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital.  One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  occurred  which  was  not 
removed  to  Galemire.  This  was  a  sporadic  case,  and  could 
not  be  traced  to  any  local  insanitary  condition,  the  home  in 
which  it  originated  being  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  were  16,  of  which  14  were 
disease  of  the  lungs,  and  two  of  other  organs  of  the  body. 
Lastly,  three  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified,  two  of  which 
occurred  in  Distington,  and  one  in  Haile.  In  every  case  the 
house  in  which  any  infectious  disease  was  notified  was  dis¬ 
infected  and  cleansed,  and  the  usual  precautions  taken  to 
prevent  further  spread  of  the  infection.  From  Table  V.  will 
be  seen  the  distribution  of  infectious  diseases  in  the  various 
localities  in  the  district.  Distington  heads  the  list  with  21 
cases,  Hensingham  next  with  14,  and  Lamplugh  third  with  13, 
of  which  12  were  cases  of  Measles. 

On  account  of  an  outbreak  of  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  in  Lamplugh,  both  the  Parochial  and  Council  Schools 
were  closed  a  few  days  before  the  Christmas  holidays,  and 
kept  closed  till  after  the  middle  of  January  of  this  year. 
Fortunately  this  outbreak  was  localized,  most  of  the  cases 
occurring  in  Lamplugh. 

During  the  year  there  were  42  Registered  Workshops 
in  the  district,  which  is  two  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  males  employed  in  these  shops  was  con¬ 
siderably  more  than  in  1916,  there  being  66  as  compared  to  53 
in  1916.  The  number  of  females  employed  in  Registered 
Workshops  was  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  namely:  22. 

There  are  60  Registered  Cowkeepers  in  the  district.  The 
Cowsheds  have  been  inspected,  and  found  in  a  clean  and  satis¬ 
factory  condition.  The  number  of  Slaughter-houses  registered 
is  six.  Of  Common  Lodging  Houses  there  are  two. 
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No  systematic  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made 
since  September,  apart  from  special  inspections  necessitated 
by  the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  or  other  causes. 

Many  minor  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  discovered  in 
these  inspections  were  remedied  on  verbal  notice  being  given 
to  the  persons  responsible. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  F.  MUIR, 

M.D.,  CM.. 

To  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Whitehaven. 
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TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHITEHAVEN  RURAL 
DISTRICT  DURING  1917  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths.! 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimat’d 

to 

Middle  of 
each 
Year. 

Nett. 

of 

Non- 
resid’nts 
regis¬ 
tered  in 
the 

District. 

of 

Resi- 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

Year, 

Un¬ 

cor¬ 

rected 

No. 

No. 

§ 

Rate. 

i  No. 

* 

Rate. 

dents 
not 
regis¬ 
tered  in 
the 

District. 

No. 

* 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births. 

No. 

* 

Rate. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

1912. 

14,250 

375 

374 

26-25 

191 

13* * * §4 

IO 

13 

49 

I3I-02 

194 

13-61 

I9I3- 

14,35° 

364 

366 

25'5I 

171 

I  I  -92 

9 

18 

39 

106-56 

180 

12-54 

19 1 4- 

14,45° 

359 

361 

24-98 

167 

11-56 

5 

17 

41 

113*57 

179 

12-39 

I9U- 

13,722 

365 

365 

26-59 

173 

12-67 

12 

II 

3° 

82-19 

172 

12  *53 

1916. 

13,722 

353 

353 

25*73 

141 

1028 

3 

15 

35 

99*i5 

153 

11-15 

1917. 

D,i35 

! 

33° 

I  ( 

330  25*12, 

1  i 

188 

14*31 

IO 

IO 

37 

1 1 2  - 1 

188 

14*31 

*In  Column  6  are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the 
number  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in 
Column  10  are  similarly  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  one  year 
of  age,  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by  addition  of  the  deaths 
under  one  year  of  age  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

f“  Transferable  deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  having  a  fixed  or  usual 
residence  in  England  or  Wales,  die  in  a  district  other  than  that  in  which  they 
resided. 

§  For  Column  4  the  Registrar-General  will  furnish  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  a  Statement  of  the  number  of  births  needing  to  be  added  to  or  substracted 
from  the  total  supplied  by  the  local  Registrar. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Total  Population,  at  all  ages  ... 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Average  Number  of  Persons  per  house 


74,402 

I4H47 

2,766 

5'11 


<!  g  a» 
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TABLE  II.— CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of  “  Residents,”  whether 
occurring  within  or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

I 

^  <D 

■<  5 
<1 

2 

oj  Under 

1  year. 

_jx.  1  and 

under  2  years. 

i 

^  2  and 

under  5  years. 

5  and 

under  15  years. 

^  15  and 

under  25  years. 

qq  25  and 

under  45  years. 

45  and 

under  65  years. 

0  u 
o3  oS 
bO  ^ 
<0  P9 
0 

IO 

Total  Deaths  whether 
of  “  Residents  ”  or 

”  “Non-Residents  ”  in 

Institutions  in  the 

District, 

All  Causes — Certified  ... 

I78 

35 

5 

8 

12 

12 

23 

42 

41 

3 

Uncertified 

IO 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Enteric  Fever 

Smallpox 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

. .  . 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

,  ,  , 

•  •  « 

Measles  ... 

4 

•  •  • 

i 

i 

I 

I 

>  •  « 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  , 

... 

... 

... 

If 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

#  •  « 

.  •  « 

,  .  . 

,  ,  , 

,  , 

Diphtheria  and  Croup... 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

I 

•  .  . 

3 

Influenza 

2 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

I 

... 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

1 

... 

I 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculosis) 

5 

,  .  . 

■  •  • 

2 

2 

I 

.  , 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  . 

•  •  • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

.  , 

... 

I 

... 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

15 

•  i  « 

•  •  • 

3 

8 

4 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

.  .  . 

i 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Meningitis 

1 

.  . 

I 

. .  « 

.  .  . 

.  •  « 

Organic  Heart  Disease... 

21 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

4 

8 

6 

Bronchitis 

16 

4 

i 

i 

I 

2 

7 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

U 

4 

i 

i 

I 

2 

2 

4 

Organs 

8 

1 

. . . 

,  .  . 

2 

3 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

4 

3 

i 

... 

... 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

1 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

I 

, . . 

.  •  « 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

•  •  • 

.  , 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

Alcoholism 

- . . . 

... 

... 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

3 

2 

.  .  . 

I 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

.  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre- 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  . 

*  *  * 

•  * 

I 

• 

.  .  . 

mature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

16 

16 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.Suicide 

11 

1 

*  .  • 

i 

2 

2 

I 

3 

1 

... 

Suicides  ... 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

55 

5 

i 

2 

3 

/*> 

6 

15 

21 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

I 

i 

Totals  ... 

188 

39 

5 

8 

12 

12  ! 

23 

42 

47 

3 

District, 


■» 
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TABLE  III.— DEATHS  FROM  EIGHT  PRINCIPAL 
ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  IN  1917. 

Smallpox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ..  ...  ...  ...  0 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  .  ...  1 

Typhus  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Typhoid  (Enteric)  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup)  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  10 


Zymotic  Death-rate  per  1000  per  annum 


...  0-76 


TABLE  I?.— CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  during  the  Year  1917. 


Number  of  Cases  Notified. 

Total 

Cases 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards. 

to 

Hospital. 

Measles 

40 

2 

18 

12 

4 

4 

•  •  • 

Smallpox 

Diphtheria  (including 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Membranous  Croup) 

14 

1 

12 

1 

11 

Erysipelas 

8 

•  .  • 

... 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

,  ,  , 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever 

22 

3 

17 

2 

18 

Enteric  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningi  tis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

14 

1 

.  .  * 

4 

8 

1 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  ...| 

96 

2 

24 

M2 

10 

15 

3 

•• 

29 

Galemire  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  is  situated  within  the  Whitehaven  Rural  District  and 
provided  by  the  Whitehaven  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Egremont, 
Harrington,  Cleator  Moor,  and  Arlecdon  and  Frizington  jointly. 


TABLE  V.— SHEWING  THE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 


Parish. 

Under  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Under  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Order. 

CO 

<0 

ce 

<D 

s 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric  Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

Totals. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

I 

Enteric  Fever. 

Totals. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Other  Forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Totals. 

Distington  ... 

13 

2  4 

2 

21 

2 

4 

6 

4 

... 

4 

Ennerdale  &  Kinniside 

... 

...  ... 

... 

.  .  • 

.  .  • 

,  .  . 

... 

... 

Haile  . 

1 

2  i  1 

... 

4 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

1 

Hensmgham . 

2 

6  5 

1 

14 

6 

3 

9 

2 

1 

3 

Lampiugh  . 

12 

1 

JL 

13 

... 

«  • 

Moresby  . 

2 

1 

•  *  . 

3 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Parton  . 

2 

2 

.... 

... 

2 

1 

3 

Ponsonby 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

Lowside  Quarter 

4 

•  •  • 

4 

4 

,  .  . 

4 

.  «  * 

.  .  . 

Sandwith 

Gosforth  . 

2 

...  j  ... 

2 

St.  Bees  . 

2 

3  j  ... 

5 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

2 

St.  Bridget . 

2 

2  2 

6 

1 

1 

2 

1 

■  -  . 

1 

St.  John  . 

2 

3  1 

. .  . 

6 

3 

1 

4 

Totals 

40 

22  14 

1 

3 

80 

18 

11 

29 

14 

2 

16 

12 


TABLE  VI.— SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  REGISTERED 
WORKSHOPS  IN  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WHITE¬ 
HAVEN  DURING  THE  YEAR  1917,  AND  THE  NUMBER 
OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  THEREIN. 


Nature  of  Business. 

No.  of 
Work¬ 
shops. 

Number  of  Persons  Employed. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Joiners 

7 

13 

13 

Blacksmiths 

9 

16 

15 

Dressmakers 

2 

9 

9 

Tailors 

8 

7 

2 

9 

Shoemakers 

6 

13 

3 

Cloggers  ... 

2 

3 

3 

Painters  ... 

8 

6 

6 

Plumbers 

2 

3 

. . . 

3 

Flour  Mixing 

2 

5 

5 

Confectioners 

5 

•  •  • 

11 

11 

Motor  Repairer 

1 

.  1 

•  *  . 

1 

r  otal  ...  ... 

42 

66 

22 

88 

TABLE  VII.— SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN 
THE  DIFFERENT  PARISHES  INSPECTED  UNDER 
THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANN¬ 
ING,  ETC.,  ACT,  1909,  SINCE  THE  ACT  CAME  INTO 
FORCE,  AND  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED 
AND  COMPLIED  WITH  TO  THE  END  OF  THE  YEAR 
1917. 


Parish. 

1 

Number  of 
Houses 
Inspected. 

2 

Number  of 
Notices  served 
(Houses). 

8 

Kesult. 

Notices 

Complied 

with. 

4 

Notices  not 
fully  complied 
with  at  the 
end  of  1916. 

5 

Houses 

Closed. 

6 

Distington  ... 

367 

351 

204 

141 

6 

Ennerdale  and  Kmniside 

84 

77 

64 

12 

1 

Gosforth 

191 

164 

110 

53, 

1 

Haile 

56 

46 

41 

5 

Hensingham  &  Weddicar 

416 

368 

833 

30 

5 

Lamplugh  ... 

210 

202 

177 

20 

5 

Lowside  Quarter 

49 

41 

38 

3 

•  •  • 

Moresby 

158 

150 

44 

104 

2 

Netherwasdale 

31 

23 

k  °  • 

23 

•  •  « 

Parton 

308 

274 

213 

9 

2 

Ponsonby  ... 

28 

19 

14 

5 

. . . 

Preston  Quarter 

28 

26 

23 

1 

2 

Sandwith  &  Rottmgton 

78 

70 

61 

9 

St.  Bees 

244 

189 

179 

10 

St.  Bridget  ... 

121 

108 

93 

15 

. . . 

St.  John 

94 

69 

68 

1 

Salter  and  Eskett  ... 

83 

31 

27 

4 

■  ■ 

Total  ... 

2491 

2208 

1741 

445 

24 

12,  CORKICKLE, 

Whitehaven. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Whitehaven  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

In  submitting  the  First  Annual  Report  since  taking  up 
duties  as  your  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  on  September  loth, 
1917,  I  would  respectfully  remind  you  I  have  had  exceptional 
difficulties  to  contend  against  owing  to  abnormal  conditions 
caused  by  the  continuance  of  the  War,  the  sudden  and  lament¬ 
able  death  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (who  was 
conversant  with  the  district  and  work),  and  the  various  duties 
under  the  Local  Authorities  (Food  Control)  Order,  1917. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  to  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  must  of  necessity  be  brief. 

I  have  prepared  Table  VI.  showing  the  number  of  Regis¬ 
tered  Workshops  in  the  district,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  therein  ;  and  Table  VII.  so  far  as  data  are  available 
for  the  first  thirty-six  weeks  of  the  year. 

There  are  sixty  Registered  Cow-keepers  in  the  district. 
The  premises  in  which  the  cattle  are  housed  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state,  but  considerable  improvement  might  be 
effected  with  regard  to  light  and  ventilation. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  and  six  Slaughter 
Houses  on  the  registers. 

Cleansing  and  lime-washing  in  accordance  with  bye-laws 
is  carried  out. 
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During  the  last  sixteen  weeks  of  the  year,  inspection  of 
209  houses  has  been  made,  56  notices  have  been  served,  and 
45  complied  with,  as  follows  : — 


Parish. 

Number 
of  Houses 
Visited. 

Number 
of  Notices 
Served. 

Number 
of  Notices 
Complied 
With. 

Moresby 

H 

6 

5 

Distington 

TO 

3 

3 

Parton 

IO 

4 

4 

Sand  with 

6 

2 

'  2 

St.John’s 

74 

6 

4 

St.  Bridget’s 

!3 

5 

5 

Haile  ... 

5 

2 

1 

Hensingham 

12 

1 0 

8 

St.  Bees 

7 

7 

7 

Gosforth 

45 

6 

4 

Lamplugh 

1 1 

5 

2 

Ennerdale 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Totals 

209 

56 

45 

Owing  to  alteration  in  arrangements  for  scavenging,  a 
comparatively  large  number  of  houses  were  visited  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  John,  where  no  works  were  found  to  be  neces¬ 
sary. 

No  houses  have  been  closed  during  this  period  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 
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Water  supplies  have  been  provided  for  twenty-one  houses 
at  Gosforth.  Eighteen  notices  have  not  been  complied  with. 

Scavenging. — The  Council  Contract  for  the  removal  of 
house  refuse  in  the  following  parishes  (or  parts  thereof) : — 
St.  John,  Moresby,  Hensingham,  Lamplugh,  Distington,  and 
Parton. 

With  the  return  of  more  normal  conditions  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  schemes  of  sewerage  will  be  necessary  for  parts  of 
the  district. 

From  a  more  or  less  casual  inspection  of  the  district,  the 
need  for  larger  windows  for  dwelling-houses  of  the  smaller 
type,  with  sufficient  openings  for  ventilation,  is  obvious. 

Many  of  the  elementary  schools  are  insufficiently  heated 
and  ventilated.  In  many  instances  there  is  little  doubt  the  in¬ 
sanitary  drinking  cup  is  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of 
Diphtheria  and  other  throat  and  mouth  affections  amongst 
scholars. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JASON  ELLWOOD, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

10th  April ,  1918. 


